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where he was known, and requested to be supplied with a certain quantity of blue stone without delay. He had sense enough remaining to explain for what purpose he required it, when the person applied to objected to furnish him with the poisonous article. The remedy, however, was ultimately procured, taken, and in a few hours he was recovered sufficiently to return home. He never found the symptoms return again to my recollection.
The chitcherah1 (inverted thorn), is a shrub common to India, which bears small grains not unlike rice ; these seeds are poisonous in their natural state, but when properly prepared with a portion of urzcez a (tin), it becomes a useful medicine ; and in particular cases of scrofula, which have resisted all other remedies offered by the medical practitioners, the Natives tell me this has proved an effectual remedy ; and my informant, a Native doctor, assures me that three doses, of three grains each, is all he finds necessary to give his patient in scrofula cases.
The chitcherah in its green state is resorted to as a remedy for the sting of scorpions : when applied to the wound, which is often much inflamed and very painful, the cure is prompt. The scorpion runs from this shrub when held to it, as if it were frightened : many people declare scorpions are never met with in the grounds where the chitcherah grows.
The neam-tree3 is cultivated near the houses of Natives generally, in the Upper Provinces, because, as they affirm, it is very conducive to health, to breathe the air through the nearn-trees. This tree is not very quick of growth, but reaches a good size. When it has attained its full height, the branches spread out as luxuriantly as the oak and supplies an agreeable shelter from the sun. The bark is rough ; the leaves long, narrow, curved, pointed, and with saw teeth edges ; both the wood and leaves partake of the same disagreeable bitter flavour. The green leaves are used medicinally as a remedy for biles ; after being pounded they are mixed with water and taken as a draught; they are also esteemed efficacious as
1 Chichrd, Achyranthes aspera (Watt, i. 81).                    a Arziz.
9 Nfm, Melia Azadirachta. The belief that it is a prophylactic against* fever and cholera is held even by some Europeans (Watt, v. 217).